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of selfish ambition has all his life been in the habit of
forming selfish plans, and hence he continues to do so in
the astral world; he carefully builds up the plan till it is
perfect in his mind, and only then finds out that he has
lost the physical body which is necessary for its achievement.
Down falls his hope ; yet so ingrained is the habit that
he continues again and again to roll this same stone up
the same mountain of ambition until such time as the
vice is completely worn out. Then at last he realises
that he need not roll up his rock, and he lets it rest in peace
at the bottom of the bill.
Now take the case of an ordinary colourless man
who has no particular vice, but who is still attached to
things of the physical world—who has had no ideas
beyond gossip or what is called sport, who has thought of
nothing beyond his business or his dress, and whose life has
been devoted merely to making money or to aimless social
functions. The astral world is a place of weariness for
him, because the things he craves for are not possible to
him as there are no business engagements in that world,
and no conventionalities upon which society in the
physical world is based.
Yet for all but a very small minority, the state after
death is happier than the life upon earth, since it is no
longer needful to earn a living. The astral body feels
neither hungry nor cold, nor suffers from disease, and
each man in the astral world, by the mere exercise of his
thought, clothes himself as he wishes. For the first time
since early childhood the man is entirely free to spend the
whole of his time in doing exactly what he likes.
Men with similar tastes and pursuits drift naturally
together there just as they do on the physical plane, and
there is no lack of profitable occupation for a man with
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